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Concepts 

Lower Goods: Easily obtained; limited satisfaction 

(distractions) 

Higher Goods: Difficult to obtain; lasting satisfaction 

(virtues) 

 

Three Central Questions 

1. What is the meaning of life? 

2. How should I live? 

3. What hope can I have? 

 

See Ecclesiastes 3:11 

Big Idea: God has made us in such a way that we crave 

meaning but cannot find it without Him. 
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Highest Good 

In our culture, even religious people tend to see religion 

as one among many good things. It is to be fit in between 

career, family, etc. 

 

Big Idea: Religion, when understood, is not one of many 

good things in your life. It is the first and highest good. It 

is the “thing that matters.” 

 

Lower Good Vs. Higher Good 

Instant gratification vs. Patience 

Wants and “needs” vs. Meaning 

Living well vs. Living nobly 

Comfort vs. Character 

 

Higher or Highest? 

Some things appeal to our desire for meaning, but still do 

not completely satisfy us or have lasting meaning: career, 

family, civic duty, patriotism, etc. 
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Major Themes 

God the Creator: Who is God and why should I care? 

The Story of the Old Testament: Who is Israel and why 

should I care? (Why do the Christian Scriptures begin by 

telling us ancient history?) 

Jesus the Christ: Who is Jesus and why should I care? 

The Importance of the Church: What is the church and 

why should I care? 

Why So Many Churches?: If there is such a thing as 

“mere Christianity,” why does Christianity look like it 

does today? 

The Christian Life: What is a Christian and why should I 

consider this life? 

Beginning the Journey: How do I begin? 

Mere Christianity 

C.S. Lewis introduced the idea of “mere Christianity,” by 

which he meant the basic shape of Christianity untar-

nished by Christian histories failures or the current 

church’s shortcomings. Long before Lewis, the churches 

of Christ have always had this notion as our primary goal. 

We seek to simply be “merely Christian” rather than spe-

cific “kind” of Christian faith. 

This class is aimed at exploring these basic tenets of 

Christianity and presenting it as the fundamentals of the 

identity of the Glenpool Church of Christ. 
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Big Idea: We are so used to the God of Christianity that 

we forget that he is unlike all the ancient and modern 

alternatives. 

 

Big Idea: Many people believe the world is rotten. Chris-

tians believe the creation is good because God is good. 

Big Idea: The Creation is not a detail at the beginning of 

the story. It IS the story. 

 God created humanity and the universe has been 

made for us to inhabit and glorify Him. 

 Sin is humanity’s rebellion against God’s purpose for 

His creation. 

 God has not given up on creation, but instead is 

working to redeem it from its futility. 

In personal terms: 

 God created you. 

 You have rebelled against God’s purpose for you. 

 God has not given up on you, but instead is working 

to redeem you from a wasted existence without Him. 
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Big Idea: Humanity is … 

 Not accidental 

 Made in the image of God 

 Made to live with God 

 Made to accomplish God’s purposes 

See Hebrews 1:3. Even now God “upholds the universe 

by the word of his power.” 

 

Big Idea: The Creation reflects God’s … 

 Love 

 Beauty 

 Intelligence 

 Power 

 Purpose 
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Big Idea: Sin is not merely a violation of an arbitrarily 

law, it is rebellion against God resulting in the lasting 

brokenness of our relationship to God. 

Big Idea: The image of God is seen best in two aspects 

of human life. 

 The relationship between male and female 

 The stewardship of Creation 
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Big Idea: Human history is about rebellion and futility 

(faithlessness). God’s history is about love and rescue 

(faithfulness). 

Big Idea: Sin is now part of humanity’s history and iden-

tity, having tragic consequences in every aspect of life.  

Consequently, we are not only seeking forgiveness for 

our own sins, but we need to be rescued from the conse-

quence of all sin and remade once again in God’s image 

(now shown to us in Jesus, but that comes later). 
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Key Promises: 

Noah (Genesis 9): God promises to rescue rather than 

destroy humanity. 

Abraham (Genesis 12, 15, 17): God promises to bless hu-

manity through Abraham’s family. 

Big Idea: God has reached out to rescue humanity 

through promises made to individuals. The Old Testa-

ment is the story of these promises. 
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Big Idea: As with Abraham, Israel enters into a promise-

based relationship (covenant) with God. They have been 

rescued and promised blessings, but the reception of 

blessing is dependent on faithfulness to their part of the 

covenant. 

Big Idea: Abraham’s descendants, the Hebrew people, 

are the focus of the Old Testament story. 
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Big Idea: Israel repeats and replays the story of humani-

ty—we are faithless when God is faithful. 

Big Idea: The Ten Commandments were not arbitrary 

rules whereby God hoped to catch Israel in faults. The 

Ten Commandments reveal who God is and show Israel 

how to live with Him. 
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Big Idea: Israel longs for a leader to give them peace in 

the land and in life. 

 

Big Idea: David shows us that God can provide us with a 

leader, but also that all human leaders will fail. It is a rid-

dle that is not solved until Christ. 

 

The new promise through David is like the previous 

promise through Abraham, only more specific. 
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Big Idea: God’s promised blessing is once again met with 

faithlessness in the descendants of David. 

Big Idea: The exile of Israel is another example of the 

tragic consequence of rebellion and faithlessness. 
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Big Idea: The prophets … 

 Spoke for God 

 Explained God’s role in history 

 Called people to faithfulness 

 Reminded the people of God’s identity 

 Reminded the people of their obligations to the cov-

enant of God 

Big Idea: The big principles of faith, justice, mercy, and 

love were never to be lost amid minute details of the 

covenant’s law. 
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Big Idea: The prophets taught the people to expect God 

to finish his work of rescuing creation. 

Big Idea: The prophets taught that one day the true 

Servant of God would save God’s people. Over time, this 

came to be understood as a promise of “Anointed 

One” (Hebrew, messiah; Greek, christ) who would bring 

Israel’s story to its final stage wherein God would rescue 

his people. 
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Big Idea: The first three Gospels, Matthew, Mark, and 

Luke, are a great beginning for understanding Jesus. They 

tell a very similar life story with differing points of em-

phasis. 

Big Idea: The first four books of the New Testament tell 

the story of Jesus, the person Christian’s believe is the 

fulfillment of the hope of the prophets, the Christ. 
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Big Idea: The work of Jesus began with … 

 Being baptized 

 Being identified in baptism as God’s Son 

 Receiving the presence of the Holy Spirit 

 Entering into a struggle with Satan and temptation 

Big Idea: John the Baptist … 

 Preaching that God was about to act as promised 

 Warned that people should repent in preparation 

 Baptized believers of his message 

 Baptized Jesus and identified him as the One for 

whom the prophets had hoped 
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Big Idea: Jesus taught his disciples … 

 How to live in God’s kingdom 

 How to pray 

 The importance of good works toward others 

Big Idea: Jesus preached that God’s kingdom was arriv-

ing at that time. 

 

Big Idea: The twelve apostles were the chosen messen-

gers of Jesus sent out to spread the good news that the 

kingdom had come. 
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Big Idea: While his disciples began to see Jesus as Mes-

siah and more, Jesus continued to be rejected. He pre-

dicted that he would die, and that suffering was the price 

of being his disciple. 

Big Idea: The leaders of the Jewish faith in Israel reject-

ed Jesus as Messiah. Their conflicts often center on the 

traditional Jewish interpretations of how to keep the law 

versus Jesus’ teachings of the central premises of the law 

(love, mercy, justice, etc.). 
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Big Idea: Jesus was falsely accused of crimes, tried, and 

executed by crucifixion. 

Big Idea: The last supper of Jesus with his disciples is 

the model for the meal we share today as his disciples in 

memory of Jesus’ death. 
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Big Idea: Jesus was raised from the dead on the third 

day. The Resurrection is the ultimate expression of the 

Bible’s theme that no act of violence can prevent or de-

ter God from faithfully rescuing His creation. 
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Outline of John 

 Prologue—John 1 

 The Signs of Jesus—John 2-12 

 The Promise of the Spirit—John 13-17 

 The Death & Resurrection—John 18-20 

 Epilogue—John 21 

Big Idea: John’s Gospel tells the story again but with a 

completely different emphasis. He uniquely emphasizes 

the grand meaning of the life of Christ. 
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Big Idea: Unlike many other stories, the Gospel Story 

requires that we make a choice about what we will do 

about this man, Jesus. 

Big Idea: Each Gospel tells us something new and help-

ful in understanding Jesus. 
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Big Idea: The Resurrection of Jesus marks the beginning 

of the true purpose of God being fulfilled. Creation is be-

ing rescued by Jesus and remade in His image once 

more. 
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Big Idea: Like the original disciples of Jesus, the church 

is a group of people who believe Jesus is their only hope 

and have come to learn from and be saved by Him. 

Big Idea: A church is a community of people. 
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Big Idea: It is almost impossible to be a Christian apart 

from involvement in the life of a church. 

 

 

Big Idea: A natural question is, “How do I become a part 

of this church, this group of believers?” 

Big Idea: Most big “movements” or organizations end 

when their leader dies. Because of the Resurrection, the 

death of Christ marks the beginning, not the end, of his 

church. His disciples carry one proclaiming his message 

even after his ascension to Heaven. 
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Big Idea: Baptism … 

 Makes one a new creation 

 Marks the reception of the blessing of God’s for-

giveness and presence 

 Is the consistent response of believers to the gospel 

 Pledges one’s life to God 

 Participates in the death and resurrection of Jesus 

 Marks the beginning of Christian life 

 Signifies the turn from old to new life 

Big Idea: When asked how to respond to the Good 

News of Jesus, Peter responded “repent and be bap-

tized” (Acts 2:38). It has been the correct answer ever 

since. 
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Big Idea: As with baptism, worship is a normal response 

of a disciple to the gospel. 

Big Idea: Sunday has always been the Christian day of 

worship. 

 

Big Idea: The Lord’s Supper is an act of communion with 

God and with our brethren. 
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Other Elements of Worship Mentioned in Scripture: 

 Prayer (Acts 4:23-31) 

 Singing (Matthew 26:30; Ephesians 5:19) 

 Reading of Scripture (1 Timothy 4:13) 

 Discussing the Scriptures (Acts 20:7) 

 Giving (1 Corinthians 16:1-2) 
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Big Idea: The church is the body of Christ. Big Idea: The church is a family. 
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Big Idea: Different people in the church carry out differ-

ing functions. 

 Elders/Overseers/Shepherds guide the church. 

 Deacons/Servants assist the elders. 

Big Idea: The church is a community of equals, wherein 

leadership is a function but not an assignment of greater 

personal value. 
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Big Idea: The church is a fellowship which includes disci-

ples around the world. 

Big Idea: The primary task of the church is to proclaim 

the gospel in word and deed. 
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 Big Idea: In this lesson we have looked at the ideal 

church, but no actual church is ever perfect. All churches 

should work daily to be more like the church revealed in 

the New Testament. 
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Big Idea: The second phase of church history saw the 

church tolerated and embraced by Rome, but now strug-

gling to maintain its identity. 

Big Idea: The first phase of church history was one of 

heavy persecution. 
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Big Idea: The union of the church and the Roman state 

led to the loss of Christianity identity and purpose. 

Big Idea: There is always a struggle as the Church tries 

to influence the world and the world tries to influence 

the church. 
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Big Idea: The first major church split was the division 

between the Eastern (Orthodox) and Western (Catholic) 

church structures. 

Big Idea: The third phase of Christian history saw the 

church divide and in political turmoil. 
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Big Idea: When the worldliness of the church reached a 

tipping point, Christian leaders across Europe attempted 

to reform it in protest. This is called the Protestant Refor-

mation. 

Big Idea: Monasticism was response to the chaos and 

worldliness of the medieval church, but it was not a solu-

tion. 
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Big Idea: John Calvin furthered the concepts of the 

Reformation in many ways based on his study of the 

Scriptures. 

Big Idea: Martin Luther is the most notable leader of 

the Reformation.  His primary focus was to reform the 

Catholic doctrine of works-based salvation. 
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Big Idea: Other important groups developed in this peri-

od were the Anabaptists and the Church of England. 

Big Idea: The Protestant Reformation was enormously 

important to us, but also full of various failures and 

shortcomings. 
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Big Idea:  North American Christianity focused on indi-

vidual freedom and revivalism. 

Big Idea: In South America, Christianity was largely in-

fluenced by the Catholic tradition and the native forms of 

paganism. 
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Big Idea: The modern American church shares many of 

the illnesses of modern American culture. 

Big Idea: The Restoration Movement is the historical 

religious movement most clearly identified with the 

Church of Christ. 

 

The Restoration Movement believed that unity of all be-

lievers could be accomplished by returning to New Testa-

ment teachings without embellishment. 
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 Big Idea: “While the gospel speaks to every human cul-

ture, it can never be fully at home in any culture.” 
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Big Idea: Conversion to Christianity is not just the ac-

ceptance of a doctrine and obedience to a few rules. It is 

a change of worldview. 

Big Idea: The culture of the first century world is much 

like our own. The church faces very similar challenges. 
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Big Idea: Just as Christian faith requires a new view of 

the world, it requires a new understanding of ourselves 

in nature and purpose. 

Big Idea: Christianity, as a new worldview, cannot be 

one of many truths about our world. It is the exclusively 

true view of reality. 
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Big Idea: The Christian life is centered on one question, 

“How should I respond to God’s salvation?” 

Big Idea: Christian identity is tied to the identity of the 

church. 
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Big Idea: Christian’s respond to difficult choices by re-

membering the larger story of what God is doing and by 

trying to live in accordance with that story. 

Big Idea: The primary law of Christian life is love. 
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Big Idea: Christian life is a disciplined life of loving prac-

tice. 
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Big Idea: Christian love is … 

 Does not arise from natural affection 

 Is driven by the Father’s love rather than the attrac-

tiveness of its object 

 Is not an arbitrary rule but rather part of our created 

purpose and nature 

Big Idea: The Christian view of love is not the same as 

the world’s. 
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Big Idea: We do not practice love because it is practical 

but because it is of God. 

Big Idea: Christian love touches every facet of Christian 

life and work. 
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Big Idea: The Christian hope is that now as history has 

entered its final act, the story of God and humanity will 

end with the victory of God and the blessing of his peo-

ple. 

Big Idea: The Christian hope is rooted in the gospel sto-

ry of God’s faithfulness and love. 
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Big Idea: Seeking God and his kingdom is seeking the 

greatest good, the thing that matters most (see first les-

son for review of this concept). 

Big Idea: This first step of this journey is to seek the God 

revealed in Jesus Christ’s gospel. 
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Big Idea: Modern culture’s greatest accomplishment has 

been to distract us from what really matters. 

Big Idea: Modern culture has failed to meet true human 

needs and to provide life’s meaning. 
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Big Idea: The second step on this journey is to turn in 

faith away from sin and instead to return to our Creator. 

The Bible calls this repentance. 
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Big Idea: Baptism is not the end, but rather the begin-

ning of a life of discipleship and growth in Christ. 

Big Idea:  The third step in this journey is a public com-

mitment made in confession of our faith and in baptism. 
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