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 In family therapy,  professionals often study what is called “system theory.” Sys-
tem theory suggests that behavior and identity are created, sustained, and altered in 
relation to a network of influences rather than individually. Of course, what seems 
new to the world of clinical psychology is actually an older and richer truth long be-
lieved by the poets and philosophers. As poet John Donne would write, 

No man is an island entire of itself; every man  
is a piece of the continent, a part of the main;  
if a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe  
is the less, as well as if a promontory were, as  
well as any manner of thy friends or of thine  
own were; any man’s death diminishes me,  
because I am involved in mankind.  
And therefore never send to know for whom  
the bell tolls; it tolls for thee. 

Even further back, in in the wisdom history of Israel, Solomon would state, 
Again, I saw vanity under the sun: one person who has no other, either son or broth-
er, yet there is no end to all his toil, and his eyes are never satisfied with riches, so 
that he never asks, “For whom am I toiling and depriving myself of pleasure?” This 
also is vanity and an unhappy business. Two are better than one, because they have a 
good reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him 
who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up! Again, if two lie togeth-
er, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone? And though a man might 
prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him -- a threefold cord is not 
quickly broken. (Ecc 4:7-12) 

There is no such thing as a true loner who lives autonomous from others. Humans are 
social creatures, finding purpose and strength together, contrasted to aimlessness and 
weakness alone. Sigmund Freud was fascinated with the ego and the individual mind, 

but a better approach to our struggles is to ask how the we live, act, 
and relate within the family and community where we live. As prison 
ministers know, no amount of counseling can alter the course of a re-
leased inmate if that inmate returns to the system that led to criminal 
behavior in the first place. Likewise, for all of us who struggle with sin, 
we must stop looking at our struggle as a one-on-one battle against 
evil. What circumstances encourage my sin? What situations make be 
better able to make good choices? How does God use my church family 
to help me? You are part of a family. Don’t miss out on the strength and 
blessings God makes available to you. 

by Benjamin Williams 

SUNDAY 
Bible Classes for All Ages 9:30 am 

Morning Worship Assembly 10:30 am 

Evening Worship & Classes 5:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY 
Bible Classes for All Ages 7:00 pm 

You Are Not Alone 



Sunday, Sept 14th 
 Elder’s and Deacon’s meeting, 3:30 
 Ladies meeting, 3:30 
Sunday, Sept 28th 
 Fellowship meal after evening services - group Hill 
October 5th-7th 
 OC Lectureship  (see flyer posted on b-board) 

The Perfect Preacher? 
The results of a computerized survey indicate the perfect preacher preaches exactly 15 minutes.  He condemns 
sin, but never upsets anyone.  He works from 8 am until midnight and is also a janitor.  He makes about $50 a 
week, wears good clothes, buys good books, drives a good car, and gives about $50 weekly to the poor.  He is 
28 years old and has preached 30 years.  He has a burning desire to work with teenagers and spends all of his 
time with senior citizens.  The perfect preacher smiles all the time with a straight face because he has a sense of 
humor that keeps him seriously dedicated to his work.  He makes 15 calls daily on congregational families, shut-
ins, and the hospitalized, and is always in his office when needed. 
If your preacher does not measure up, simply send this letter to six other churches that are tired of their 
preacher, too.  Then bundle up your preacher and send him to the church on the top of the list.  In one week, 
you will receive 1,643 preachers and one of them will be perfect.  Have faith in this procedure. 
One congregation broke the chain and got its old preacher back in less than three weeks! 

Change of Heart 

Mom go up early Sunday morning and got the kids ready for church.  Dad sat in the living room, reading his 
newspaper and looking out at the snow.  They’d had the conversation before, but nothing had changed. “Why 
don’t you go with us this week?” she asked.  He didn’t look up from his paper. “You know why,” he said out 
loud and then in his own mind finished the answer with “A truly great God wouldn’t care about a puny human 
anyway.” 

The man replayed the argument in his mind: “If God is so perfect and great, why would be care about helping 
us?  If God were so powerful, why would he make his son become a human being?  Why would he stoop so 
low to help us… if God is really so great?” 

The house was silent except for the sound of the logs crackling in the fireplace.  From the other end of the 
house came a strange thump.  The man put down his paper and walked down the hall. 

Outside the window huddled a group of birds.  In confusion and fear, they had flown into the windowpane 
and fallen to the ground.  They huddled together in the snow trying to figure out what to do next.  The man 
felt sorry for the birds.  He thought to himself, “The birds could go in our barn and they’d be warm there.”  So 
he went outside and opened the door to the barn.  Then he waited in the cold.  The birds didn’t move. 

“I know, I’ll shoo them over to the barn door,” the man thought.  He tried to herd the birds to the barn, but 
they simply scattered.  Only after he left them alone did they come back to their spot in the snow. 

The man had one last plan.  He went back in the house and got a loaf of bread.  Carefully, he tore off pieces of 
bread and made a path to the barn door.  But the birds just huddled closer together, ignoring the gift of life, 
which the man was offering. 

Stumped, the man stood looking at the birds, wondering just what it would take to get them to safety.  He 
thought to himself, “If only I could become a bird and lead them to safety, then they wouldn’t have to die.” 

And he stopped and thought about it again.  And then he finally understood. 



IN NEED OF OUR PRAYERS 
 Rita Risley will have surgery on her thyroid 

Monday, Sept 8th at St Francis Hospital; she 
will stay there overnight. 

 Our sympathy goes out to Chris Mulkey and his 
family after the passing of his grandmother.  
Services were last Thursday in Bixby. 

 Rosalie O’Neal fell this past week, we are 
grateful she didn’t seriously hurt herself. 

 Karen Brown’s aunt, Oretha Seat, had surgery 
on a brain aneurysm, update:  all went well, 
thank you for your prayers. 

 Service men and women: Jenna Sullivan;      
Jacob Littlebear 

Jennifer Wetzel, Sept 7 

Tracy Patterson, Sept 8 

Meagan Russell, Sept 9 

Jeanne Thomas, Sept 10 

Sloan Bains, Sept 10 

Spencer & Steph Yeager, Sept 10 

Meghan Causby, Sept 11 

Peyton McCafferty, Sept 12 

Daniel Marquez, Sept 12 

Bob Simmons, Sept 12 

Jeff Bullinger, Sept 13 

Bob & Betty Simmons, Sept 16 

Cathy Burcham, Sept 17 

Dalton Path, Sept 17 

Darla Edwards, Sept 17 

Robert & Andrea Hallsted, Sept 18 

Tammy Carr, Sept 19 

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

HEY PARENTS! 

Have your kids done something special? An 
award maybe? How about an achievement? 
Something worthy of a little praise? Let us 
know and we will feature them online. It’s 
okay… brag a little! Just tell, email or text Matt 
at  mfd38@tds.net or 918-284-0257. 

 Our friends and family: Suzanne Stamps; Sue 
Gilbert (Leasa’s mother); Jeannene Thomas 
(cancer); Barbara Vaughan; Eric Vaughan 
(heart); Sylvia Paddubny (rehab); the Mulkey 
family; Ann Isom (Bert’s sister); Larry Isaacs 
(chemo); Paul Selsor (chemo) & others. 

MEETINGS 

The  following meetings are scheduled for 
Sunday, Sept 14th: 

 Ladies meeting at 3:30 

 Elder’s and Deacon’s at 3:30 

GOSPEL MEETINGS 

 The Wagoner congregation will host a Gospel 
Meeting Sept 17th-21st.   

 The North Sheridan congregation will host a 
Gospel Meeting Sept 21st-24th; with a Song-
fest on Saturday, Sept 20th. 

   See the flyers posted on the bulletin board for 
more information. 

YARN 

Please see Lenora Hamrick if you would like to 
donate yarn (partial skeins are welcome) to 
the crochet group at the women’s prison. 

LICENSE PLATE FRAMES 

Did you notice the box of license plate frames 
on the table in the foyer?  Take one and en-
hance the look of your car and advertise our 
congregation! 

Just An Ordinary Member 

“Just an ordinary member of the church,” I hear him 
say; 

But you always find him present even on a rainy day. 

He had a hearty handshake for the stranger in the 
isle 

And a friend who was in trouble found sunshine in 
his smile. 

When the sermon helped, he told the preacher so, 

And when he needed comfort, he would let the 
preacher know. 

He always gave so freely and tried to do his share 

In all the ordinary tasks for which some have no 
care. 

“An ordinary member?”  I think I would say 

He was an extraordinary member in a humble sort of 
way. 



Search Programs: 

Sept 7 - Called by the Gospel 

Sept 14 - Thy will be Done 

Sept 21 - God’s Ways 
Sundays at 7:30 a.m. KWHB 
TV47 or Cable Channel 7  

12932 S. Elwood Ave 

PO Box 145 / Glenpool, OK 74033 

Office Phone: (918) 291-2211 

office@glenpoolchurchofchrist.com 

www.glenpoolchurchofchrist.com 

Communion Preparation 

9/7 

9/14 

9/21 

9/28 

10/5 

10/12 

10/19 

10/26 

Marcia Riggs 

Shirley Hood 

Earline LIerly 

Cathy Burcham 

Stephanie Bullinger 

Nola Buller 

Janice O’Shields 

Shirley Hill 

Men To Serve     

Sunday Morning   Sunday Evening  

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Closing Prayer 

Lord’s Table 

Bobby Hill 

Steve Wetzel 

Matt Hamilton 

Jerry Morgan 

Jerry Buller 

Randy Crawford 

Topper Causby 

Hayden Bullinger 

 Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Lord’s Table 

 

 

Bobby Hill 

Randy Brown 

Robert Hallsted 

Jerry Buller 

Randy Crawford 

 

 

 

   

  Wednesday Evening  

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

 

James Hamilton 

Matt Caldwell 

Bill Hamrick 

 

   

Ushers  Johnny Riggs 

Dennis Robinson 

 

 

Greeter Bruce Rothell    

Lock Building Johnny Riggs,  Keith Riggs 

Attendance: Last Week 

Sunday Bible Classes 87 

Sunday AM Worship 148 

Sunday PM Worship 76 

Wednesday Bible Classes 85 

Next Quarterly  

Ladies Meeting 

Sunday, Sept 14th  

3:30 pm 

Sunday Morning Sermon  

The Prosperity False-Gospel 

Benjamin Williams 

Matthew 5:10-12 

Sunday Evening Adult Class 

The Pastoral Epistles 

Benjamin Williams 

 

Contribution 

Sunday Contribution $3,928.75 

Budget $4,185.00 

Over Budget  $1,291.60 

Building Fund $2,964.39 

 

  

 


