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When people drive by our church building, what do you think they say? Do they say, 
“Yea, that church is incredible. They are always teaching people the Scriptures and 
they do such a great job showing others Jesus Christ by what they teach and the way 
they live?” Well, perhaps people say that and perhaps they do not. But, the sad truth is 
that very few congregations are talked about this way. Why not? Well, to have people 
say this about the church means that the Christians who meet at the local congrega-
tion must have a commitment to proclaiming the cross of Jesus Christ while also caring 
about their community enough that they become the solution to the major issues 
plaguing our communities. They must be a light to the world! And, if we are not like 
this, then we need to change. 
 For instance, if we do not think like this then we need to change the way we think. 
So many times we believe that the church is the answer or is a huge asset to the com-
munity in which we live. So often, we may be called a compassionate church, we may 
even have a wonderful benevolence ministry with helping others, including a food pan-
try. We may even help struggling Christians all over the world. But here’s the thing…. 
while it is a good thing to help others out when they need it, did we extend our hand 
out to them too? What I mean is, did we embrace them? Did we identify with them and 
put ourselves in their shoes? You see, compassion is not what we do, compassion is 
supposed to be who we are because that is who our Master is. And so, we help others 
not just in momentary ways, but help them to see the Savior by teaching them be-
cause if we really care for them, we will care more for their souls. 
 Second, if we want people to think about us in incredible ways, maybe we need to 
change the way we pray. What do I mean by this? Most of the Time, prayers need to be 
based on more than just what our needs are. In the book of Mathew, Jesus teaches us 
something revolutionary. Jesus wants us to pray that the Father would raise up work-
ers to meet the needs that we see in our communities. He says, “The harvest is plenti-
ful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out work-

ers into his harvest field.” (Matt. 9:38). When was the last Time you 
prayed the song, “Lead me to some soul today?” Do we not sing this 
song because we hope that someone else will care for the souls that 
are around us? Perhaps the preacher or some missionary will reach 
them. I think the Lord here was referring to His disciples, Christians, 
who would be those workers in reaching out to the souls that He 
knows can be saved. So, will you be incredible and reach them or let 
them be lost? 
 Third, change the way you keep score. Huh? For years, congrega-
tions define success by the strength of the programs and/or the in-
crease in numbers. But, does this really define success? Why do we de-
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fine success like this …like a business? Should we not be basing our success on meeting the Lord’s will and tending 
to the crying needs of people around us? I mean, so what if we can feed the hungry, provide shelter, give blood, go 
to ball games together if we are still unwilling to fulfill God’s calling in Isa. 61 and Luke 4. We ought to be able 
preach good tidings to the poor and allow Jesus to heal their broken hearts so that they can be released from the 
bondage of sin! That’s it! Doing the will of God because we love our Creator and we love our community as much as 
ourselves! To love them and to serve Jesus, with no strings attached, and allowing God to open their hearts and to 
give the increase. 
 Fourth, to be an incredible congregation of the Lord’s body, it involves changing our thinking, praying and score 
keeping. But, it also means to change the way we do community outreach. Community outreach does not mean 
“inviting them to our church.” It means, inviting them into our lives! It means, going to them and being involved in 
their lives and not just insisting that they come and join us. Jesus is the best example of this. So often it was the 
case the Jesus went to the people. He was involved in their lives. He wanted to know about the people. He wanted 
to know them and to show them the glory of God and in doing so, many followed and still follow Him. We can do 
the same thing if we are willing to do His will. You see, that is giving yourself to God. Too often it is the case that we 
give God the bare minimum and that is not going to cut it. 
 We have got to be good stewards of what God has given us and what He has given us is ourselves…a born 
again life! We belong to Him! We must therefore, change our normal giving to Him and start giving ourselves to oth-
ers because our hearts are gripped with all that God has done for us and that even when we are not in the “mood” 
to do for God, we “get in the mood” because of how much we love our God in heaven. And, if we do that, when 
people drive by the church building, they will says, “Yea, that church is incredible. They are always teaching people 
the Scriptures and they do such a great job showing others Jesus Christ by what they teach and the way they live! 
They want to be involved in my life and because of that, I want to be involved in the God whom they serve!” Dare 
to be different than the world, brethren. 

by Robert Notgrass 

Sunday, August 31st 
 5th Sunday fellowship meal - group Path 
Sunday, Sept 14th 
 Elder’s and Deacon’s meeting, 3:30 
 Ladies meeting, 3:30 
Sunday, Sept 28th 
 Fellowship meal after evening services - group Hill 
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YOUNG ADULT CLASS 

There will be a young adult class this fall (starting Sept 7th).  If you plan on attending this class please 
sign your name on the sheet posted on the bulletin board (when you leave the auditorium turn right 
and the bulletin board is on the wall to the right).  We need to know how many books to order for the 
class - one book for each couple please (no charge).  If you have any questions see Jack Lierly. 

AUDIO / VIDEO BOOTH  

If you are interested in helping in the audio / video booth after we move into the new auditorium 
please sign the sheet posted on the bulletin board.  This will be on a rotation, and if you have any 
questions see Keith Riggs. 



IN NEED OF OUR PRAYERS 
 Those that are undergoing chemo treatments: 

Becky Byers’ father, Larry Isaacs and Debbie 
Whitchurch’s brother-in-law, Paul Selsor. 

 Our sympathy goes out to The Webb family 
from Drumright.  Clay passed away suddenly a 
couple of weeks ago, then his wife Cindy was 
killed in a car accident this past week. 

 Karen Brown’s aunt, Oretha Seat, will have 
surgery on Tuesday for a brain aneurysm. 

 Those that are traveling this holiday weekend. 

 Service men and women: Jenna Sullivan;      
Jacob Littlebear 

Tyler Whitchurch, Aug 31 

Jennifer Wetzel, Sept 7 

Tracy Patterson, Sept 8 

Meagan Russell, Sept 9 

Jeanne Thomas, Sept 10 

Sloan Bains, Sept 10 

Spencer & Steph Yeager, Sept 10 

Meghan Causby, Sept 11 

Peyton McCafferty, Sept 12 

Daniel Marquez, Sept 12 

Bob Simmons, Sept 12 

Jeff Bullinger, Sept 13 

Bob & Betty Simmons, Sept 16 

Cathy Burcham, Sept 17 

Dalton Path, Sept 17 

Darla Edwards, Sept 17 

Robert & Andrea Hallsted, Sept 18 

Tammy Carr, Sept 19 

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 Our friends and family: Suzanne Stamps; Sue 
Gilbert (Leasa’s mother); Jeannene Thomas 
(cancer); Barbara Vaughan; Eric Vaughan 
(heart); Sylvia Paddubny (rehab); the Mulkey 
family; Ann Isom (Bert’s sister) & others. 

HOPE HARBOR 

The change cans for Hope Harbor are due 
back, please leave them on the counter in the 
fellowship room.   

SUNDAY, AUGUST 31ST  

 We will have our Fellowship meal after morn-
ing services with an early 1:00 service instead 
of the 5:00 pm service.   Group Path is respon-
sible for setting up and cleaning up.   

 We will also have our Special Contribution for 
the building fund. 

MEETINGS 

The  following meetings are scheduled for 
Sunday, Sept 14th: 

 Ladies meeting at 3:30 

 Elder’s and Deacon’s at 3:30 

GOSPEL MEETING 

The Wagoner congregation will host a Gospel 
Meeting Sept 17th-21st.  See the flyer posted 
on the bulletin board for more information. 

OWASSO SCHOOL  

The Owasso School of Biblical Studies will 
begin their Fall Semester on Sept 6th.  A flyer 
with a list of classes is posted on the bulletin 
board. 

YARN 

Please see Lenora Hamrick if you would like to 
donate yarn (partial skeins are welcome) to 
the crochet group at the women’s prison. 

LICENSE PLATE FRAMES 

Did you notice the box of license plate frames 
on the table in the foyer?  Take one and en-
hance the look of your car and advertise our 
congregation! 

THANK YOU 

We received a thank you card from Meghan 
Causby, it reads “ Thank you so much for the 
commentary Bible. I think it will really help in 
my studies as I grow as a Christian. Also, thank 
you for the graduation party.  I have been able 
to buy an abundance of items this summer 
with the money I received from the church 
family.  I really appreciate all the hard work 
that was put into the party.  Thank you again 
for the gifts as well as the support, care and 
love that you have shown throughout the 
years.”  (posted on bulletin board) 



Search Programs: 

Aug 31 - Heaven 

Sept 7 - Called by the Gospel 

Sept 14 - Thy will be Done 

Sept 21 - God’s Ways Sundays at 7:30 a.m. KWHB 
TV47 or Cable Channel 7  
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Communion Preparation 

8/3 

8/10 

8/17 

8/24 

8/31 

9/7 

9/14 

9/21 

9/28 

Edwards Ladies 

Autumn Caldwell 

Tonya Davidson 

Causby Ladies 

Rita Risely 

Marcia Riggs 

Shirley Hood 

Earline LIerly 

Cathy Burcham 

Men To Serve     

Sunday Morning   Sunday Evening  

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Closing Prayer 

Lord’s Table 

Bill Path 

Steve Wetzel 

Bob Hecht 

Keith Riggs 

Jerry Buller 

Johnny Riggs 

Todd Khoury 

Sonny Pulliam 

 Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Lord’s Table 

 

 

Bill Path 

Doyle Tuggle 

Randy Brown 

Jerry Buller 

Johnny Riggs 

 

 

 

   

  Wednesday Evening  

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

 

Jerry Buller 

Carl Burrus 

Bill Path 

 

   

Ushers  Steve Rucquoy 

Bob Simmons 

 

 

Greeter Randy Crawford    

Lock Building Bruce Rothell and Bobby Hill 

Attendance: Last Week 

Sunday Bible Classes 128 

Sunday AM Worship 173 

Sunday PM Worship 119 

Wednesday Bible Classes 74 

Next Quarterly  

Ladies Meeting 

Sunday, Sept 14th  

3:30 pm 

Sunday Morning Sermon  

Four Views of Sinai (4) 

Benjamin Williams 

Hebrews 12:18-21 

Sunday Evening Adult Class 

The Pastoral Epistles 

Benjamin Williams 

 

Contribution 

Sunday Contribution $4,377.79 

Budget $4,185.00 

Over Budget  $1,547.85 

Building Fund $1,932.11 

 

  

 


