
December 23, 2012 

This article is from December 21, 2010 from Tim Pyles, my friend and the minister at 
the Broken Arrow congregation. The events in the first several paragraphs are there-
fore “dated” and no longer newsworthy, but just the same this article remains my all-
time favorite Christmas article. Give it a read, and may it be a blessing during this very 
special — and, yes conflicted — time of year. -- Benjamin Williams, 12/23/12 

 There was a lot of controversy in Tulsa a couple of weeks ago in the days lead-
ing up to the city’s annual Parade of Lights on December 11. The parade, which 
dates back more than 70 years, has historically been known as the Christmas Pa-
rade of Lights. However, prior to last year’s event, organizers dropped the word 
“Christmas” from the parade’s title. This year’s festivities were billed as McNellie’s 
Holiday Parade of Lights. McNellie’s Pub, a bar in downtown Tulsa’s Blue Dome Dis-
trict, served as the primary financial sponsor. 
 The event drew national media attention when U.S. Senator Jim Inhofe an-
nounced that he would not be participating in this year’s parade in protest of the 
name change. Inhofe has ridden a horse in the parade for many years. The Senator 
was quoted as saying, “I did not do so last year, because I am not going to ride in a 
Christmas parade that doesn’t recognize Christmas. I am hopeful that the good 
people of Tulsa and the city’s leadership will demand a correction to the shameful 
attempt to take Christ, the true reason for our celebration, out of the parade’s title. 
Until the parade is again named the Christmas Parade of Lights, I will not partici-
pate.” Instead, Senator Inhofe rode his horse in Broken Arrow’s Christmas Parade.  
 Many others joined Senator Inhofe in crying foul, claiming that the parade’s 
name change was an affront to Christ and His followers. Letters to the Editor la-
mented the ongoing secularization of our society. Online discussion boards and Fa-

cebook pages quickly heated up with passionate comments. Numerous 
Christians declared that they would boycott the Holiday Parade of 
Lights. Members of the Tulsa City Council were urged to deny the per-
mit for the parade or have their Christian faith called into question. The 
Council granted the parade permit by a 5-3 vote in a special session. 
 My take on the issue? I rather favored the name change … for reli-
gious reasons! Let’s see if I’ve got this straight. The event was spon-
sored by an Irish pub whose website features a countdown clock to St. 
Patrick’s Day, not Christmas. The parade included floats with dazzling 
lights, marching bands, drill teams, dance teams, giant helium balloons, 
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A Bit Conflicted Over Christmas 

Continued on Next Page 



Tuesday, Dec 25th 
 Merry Christmas! (The office will be closed) 
Monday, Dec 31st 
 New Year’s Eve youth lock-in  begins at 7:00 pm 
Saturday, Jan 12th 
 Chili Cook-off 
Sunday, Jan 27th 
 Fellowship meal after evening service, group Hill 
Sunday, Feb 24th 
 Bible Bowl 
March 8th-10th 
 Spring meeting with Jim Baird 

Miss Oklahoma, and Santa Claus. All well and good, mind you, but exactly which of these were designed to 
honor Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God? By what measure would having Jesus serve as the honorary Grand 
Marshall bring Him glory and advance the truth of His Gospel? The parade in Tulsa had about as much to do 
with Jesus as the $11 million Christmas tree in the lobby of the Emirates Palace hotel in Abu Dhabi. 
 All of this controversy had me ready to just go ahead and concede Christmas to Santa Claus; just let the 
snowmen, reindeer, elves, nutcrackers, and department stores have it. If we still want to celebrate the birth 
of Jesus, let’s pick another day, preferably at a different time of year, say June or July. For those who consider 
such a celebration in hot weather unthinkable, pause to consider that December 25 is in the middle of sum-
mer in the southern hemisphere; always has been!  
 Now that my rant is over, let me tell you what else happened on the day of the parade. 
 I spent the morning at St. Francis Hospital in Tulsa with my Dad. I was asked to leave the room while he 
had a PICC line placed in his arm to accommodate the next six week’s worth of IV antibiotic treatments. I 
headed down to the main lobby to wait for Kim and Hannah who were coming to switch out with me and 
spend the afternoon with Papa. As I got close to the lobby, I heard a beautiful sound. It was coming from a 
group of teenagers singing Christmas carols. From their dress, they appeared to be Mennonites, but I am not 
certain. I do know that their young voices communicated an overwhelming sense of sincerity and conviction. 
As I stood in the lobby and listened, my eyes began to moisten. When Kim and Hannah arrived, I hugged them 
and began to cry.  
 I think the emotion of the moment was brought on by a combination of factors: Mom’s death, Dad’s ill-
ness, having my family with me, and hearing the beautiful words of “O Come, All Ye Faithful” and “Silent 
Night” sung by a group of young people who had given up their Saturday afternoon to encourage and inspire 
others with songs of faith. I could almost hear Linus saying, “That’s what Christmas is all about, Charlie 
Brown.” 
 So, I have resigned myself to live with my inner conflicts over Christmas. The inspired birth narratives of 
Jesus in Matthew and Luke have been buried under nearly 2,000 years of traditions, customs, and cultural ac-
commodations. The sacred and the secular have been so thoroughly meshed in the observance of Christmas 
that they are indistinguishable to many people. Still, in spite of all the confusion and commercialism, I am 
grateful for any occasion to reflect on the Word becoming flesh, Immanuel, God with us, and for a season in 
which hearts and hands are generously opened to those who are in need. 
 “She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their 
sins” (Matthew 1:21). Have a joyous Christmas! Offer grateful praise to God for sending a Savior! Count your 
blessings! Hug your family! 

by Tim Pyles 
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IN NEED OF OUR PRAYERS 
 Received an update from Steve Estep, Glenna 

is home and under hospice care.  She has not 
been able to eat or drink since her stroke over 
a week ago.    

 Our sympathy goes out to the Caldwell family 
in the passing of Autumn’s grandmother, Bet-
ty Baker. Her memorial service is pending. 

 Our sympathy goes out to Alma Marquez and 
her family in the passing of her aunt. 

 The many families in Connecticut (and around 
America) effected by the shooting. (Did you 

know one of the teachers (not hurt) is a member of the 
church of Christ in Danbury,CT?  She kept her students 
safe and calm until the police came.) 

 Those with the sniffles and feeling the aches of 
the flu; also those traveling during this holiday 
season. 

 Our friends and family: Dan & Edna Jones; 
Shelia Byers (cancer); Glenna Estep (cancer); 
Suzanne Stamps; Judge Morris (cancer); Kylie 
Aaron (cystic fibrosis); many others. 

 Service men and women: Brian and Amber 
Hunt; Junior Moctezuma (Alma’s brother); 

Kaci Martinez, Dec 23 

Susan Yeager, Dec 25 

Topper Causby, Dec 26 

Tammy Rothell, Dec 27 

Sherry & Jeff Kochert, Dec 27 

James & Paula Hamilton, Dec 29 

Sandy Rucquoy, Dec 29 

Matt & Autumn Caldwell, Dec 31 

Jerrad & Katrina Treat, Dec 31 

Wes Wadkins (Jr), Jan 1 

Dorothy Ennis, Jan 1 

Johnny Riggs, Jan 1 

Taylor Morgan, Jan 2 

Colin Aycox, Jan 5 

Geraldine Morgan, Jan 5 

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

YOUTH NEWS 

Monday, Dec 31st, New Year Eve’s youth lock-
in. Begins at 7 pm to 7 am. Bring your Bibles, 
favorite snacks, games and especially your 
nerf guns! If you have any questions see Chris 
Patterson. 

DID YOU GET THE CALL? 

We had our ‘test call’ Tuesday evening at 6:30 
PM, did you get the call?  If you did not receive 
a call with Ben’s voice telling you that it was a 
test phone call please let the office know so we 
can double check your phone number. 

We are trying to keep you informed of any rea-
son that church services will be cancelled  
(example snow / ice) or other events.  You will 
be contacted thru either or both: 

  a mass email 

  a mass phone message system 

It is very important that we have current phone 
numbers and email addresses for you. 

 Thank you for your help as we try to keep you 
informed of events. 

 Remember to clearly mark contributions being 
made to the Building Fund and use the special-
ly marked envelopes in the foyer if possible. 

 The Pledge deadline has now been extended 
indefinitely so that people may pledge and 
contribute throughout the project. Also, while 
it would be of help to receive already pledged 
funds by the May 1st deadline, contributions 
can be made throughout the entire duration of 
the project that will likely take most of the 
2013 calendar year. If this new information al-
lows you to revise a pledge that you have al-
ready made, let Ben know the details. 

Merry 

Christmas! 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Rosalie O’Neal is the proud great-grandmother 
of Rylin Lamb. Laura and baby are doing well 
after the C-section. 



Search Programs: 

Dec 23—The Word Became Flesh 

Dec 30—Trust God 

Jan 6—Things We Must Know 

Jan 13—Meant For Good 

Jan 20—Walking By Faith 

Sundays at 7:30 a.m. KWHB 
TV47 or Cable Channel 7  
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PO Box 145 / Glenpool, OK 74033 
Office Phone: (918) 291-2211 
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Communion Preparation 
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12/23 

12/30 

1/6 

1/13 

1/20 

1/27 

Selene Williams 

Lilia Rothell 

Bayla Burrus 

Becky Byers 

Debbie Whitchurch 

Rosalie O’Neal 

Rothell Ladies 

Karen Myrick 

Sherri Carr 

Men To Serve     

Sunday Morning   Sunday Evening  

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Lord’s Table 

Jerry Buller 

Jeff Bullinger 

Ryan McCafferty 

Matt Hamilton 

Chris Mulkey 

Jim Yeager 

Bob Simmons 

Chris Patterson 

 

 Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Bobby Hill 

Darrell Burcham 

Mike O’Neal 

Ian Hill 

 

 

 

 

   

   

  Wednesday Evening  

  Opening Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Song Leader 

Invitation 

Chris Mulkey 

Larry Potter 

Randy Brown 

James Hamilton 

   

Ushers  Lonnie White 

Matt Caldwell 

 

 

     

Lock Building Matt Caldwell; Bobby Hill 

Attendance: Last Week 

Sunday Bible Classes 112 

Sunday AM Worship 162 

Sunday PM Worship 91 

Wednesday Bible Classes 103 

Next Quarterly  
Ladies Meeting 
Monday, March 4th 

6:30 PM 

Sunday Morning Sermon 

A Mother’s Prayer 

Luke 1:46-55 

Sunday Evening Sermon 

The Idol We Missed 

Deuteronomy 6:13-15  

Contribution 

Sunday Contribution $4,300.14 

Budget $3,559.00 

Over Budget $29,135.28 

Building Fund $313,547. 


