
It is difficult to overestimate the significance of the printing press. Its invention 
helped usher the world into modernity and revolutionized access to sacred texts like 
the Bible. Prior to Gutenberg and his contemporaries, the task of reproducing Bibli-
cal manuscripts fell to scribes and monks who painstakingly copied by hand the ex-
ample they received. The world owes a debt of gratitude to these men and women 
who labored over the task of copying the text, and hopefully grace can be extended 
when errors arise. 
 Prior to the fourth century and then later during the Byzantine era, scribes 
copied the manuscripts by reading from the example and reproducing the text on 
their scroll or codex. Evidence suggests these scribes did not sit at tables, as is the 
modern posture; instead, they held the writing surface against their lap with one 
hand and wrote with the other. Since they lacked a free hand to hold their place on 
the example copy, mistakes were made as they looked away to write. Dittography is 
the term given when a scribe accidentally rewrote a portion of the example. On the 
other hand, the term when he or she skipped ahead and omitted portions is haplog-
raphy. Other mistakes that occurred when copying by sight came about due to the 
similarity of certain letters. For example, scribes confused the letters Σ, Ε, Ο, and Θ 
as well as Γ, Π, and T. In 2 Peter 2.13 a number of scribes wrote ΑΓΑΠΑΙΣ “love 
feasts” when they presumably meant ΑΠΑΤΑΙΣ “deceptions.” Thankfully, many of 
the errors in our manuscripts are nonsense and are easily dismissed in favor of the 
more likely original reading. 
 During the fourth century, when Christianity gained official recognition by 
the state, scriptoria were created to furnish manuscripts in large numbers. There is 
some evidence that a lector read the text aloud while multiple scribes copied what 
they heard. After the production of the book a corrector then rectified mistakes in 
the copy to ensure accuracy. Despite the safeguards, variants still occurred due to 

hearing difficulties. One example comes from Romans 5.1, which either 
reads εχωμεν with a long “o” or εχομεν with a short “o”. The differ-
ence in the English comes out as either “let us have peace with God” or 
“we have peace with God.” 
 Remarkably, the scribes dedicated themselves to the task of 
copying six hours a day for months at a time in a hunched-over posture. 
Often lighting was poor and conditions were harsh. One scribe de-
scribed a time when his room was so cold his ink froze and his hand be-
came so stiff he could no longer hold the writing quill. Consequently, 
one marvels at the lack of errors in the manuscripts rather than the oc-
currences! 

by Nika Adidas Spaulding 
from the  Center for the Study of New Testament Manuscripts 

June 3, 2012 

SUNDAY 
Bible Classes for All Ages 9:30 am 

Morning Worship Assembly 10:30 am 

Evening Worship Assembly 5:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY 
Adult Class (Fall/Spring) 10:00 am 

Bible Classes for All Ages 7:00 pm 
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The Story of the Scribes 



Sunday, June 3rd 
 VBS meeting at 4:00 
Sunday thru Wednesday, June 3rd-6th 
 “Taking Back our Homes” at the Cherokee Hills congregation 

(flyer on bulletin board) 
June 10th-16th 
 Faith Week at Frog Road Camp 
Sunday thru Wednesday, June 10th-13th 
 “Sermons That Encourage Your Heart” with Charlie Kymes at 

the Sperry congregation  (flyer on bulletin board) 
Wednesday, June 13th 
 We will have  a night of singing—no classes 
Wednesday thru Friday, July 18th-20th 
 Vacation Bible School  7:00 pm 
Sunday, June 24th 
 Fellowship meal after evening services, group Burrus.  The 

theme is Mexican  (tacos, cheese etc.). 
Sunday, June 24th 
 Baby shower for the Aycox family at 2:00 pm 

A simple thing such as 
a rainbow in the sky 
can remind us that 

God is there constant-
ly, loving and protect-
ing us.  He will always 

keep His promises. 

COOKIES! 

It is time to start making cookies for camp.  They are  expecting 
about 60 campers (plus staff) and they get 4 cookies a day, times 7 
days … that is lots and lots of cookies (about 175 dozen)!! There will 
NOT be a sign up sheet, just bring what you can and have them at 

the church building by Friday, June 8th. Please pack them 
well, as they will need to travel down a bumpy road.  
Many Thanks! 

FRIENDS & FAMILY DAY 

A suggestion has been made to have our next Friends & Family Day 
on Sunday, September 30th.  The Elders and Deacons would like to 
know if there is any major conflict with that day.  If you know of a 
conflict please contact one of the Elders.  Thank You. 

BABY SHOWER 

Come join us in giving Steve & Erin and of course big 
brother Collin a shower for baby girl Aycox.  This event 
will be Sunday, June 24th at 2:00 pm.  Erin said that she is not 
registered anywhere, and they do not need anything major—you 
might ask/email Erin if you have something       special in mind. 
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IN NEED OF OUR PRAYERS 
 Angela Grown’s father, Goeble Music, is not 

doing well. 

 Jean Brown’s brother, Don Conger, is doing 
much better. 

 Our friends and family:  Dan & Edna Jones; Bil-
lie English (cancer); Chris Anderson (heart); 
Matt Green’s grandmother (Alzheimer's); 
Shirley Hood’s brother Charles Bell and g-
nephew Carter; Bruce Rothell’s friend, Jason 
Brown (cancer); Sally Henderson (Nola’s sis-
ter); Bill Hainey (Jennifer McCaffterty’s father); 
Eula Shope (Cancer); Marlene Wadkins (Wes’ 
grandmother/stroke); Mary Calvert (Susie 
O’Neal’s mother); Suzanne Stamps (sis of Mar-
cia Hill); many others. 

 Service men and women:  Brian and Amber 
Hunt; Cory Stead; Ronnie Wilson; Jason Cald-
well; Cameron Hill; Shasta Hammons; ; Adam & 
Amanda White  

Zackary Treat, June 3 

Nathan Crawford, June 6 

Bill & Deb Path, June 6 

Carl & Bayla Burrus, June 6 

Jeff & Steph Bullinger, June 10 

Kelsey Riggs, June 12 

Chris Mulkey, June 13 

Steve Estep, June 14 

Leasa Mulkey, June 15 

Dennis Robinson, June 16 

Chris & Tracy Patterson, June 19 

Kenneth Collins, June 20 

Josh & Megan Parker, June 20 

Spencer Yeager, June 23 

Deb Path, June 25 

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

FROG ROAD CAMP  

 If you would like to help with the kitchen staff 
at Frog Road Camp for one day (from 8 am to 
5 pm) please sign the sheet posted on the bul-
letin board.  There is ONE space left open! 

 Selene has challenged the women of the con-
gregation to give $1 to $5 for plumbing and/or 
electrical work for the camp.  See Selene if you 
wish to donate or have questions. 

 Saturday, June 9th: Any and everyone is invit-
ed to help get the camp ready for the camp-
ers.  There will be mowing, weed eating, and a 
good top to bottom cleaning needed before 
the campers arrive the next day.  For more in-
formation, see Ben or Selene. 

MEETINGS 

 The Cherokee Hills congregation will hold a 
meeting starting today and going until Wed.  
The title is “Taking Back Our Homes” and they 
have different speakers each evening. 

 The Sperry congregation will hold a meeting 
June 10-13.  The title is “Sermons that Encour-
age Your Heart” with Charlie Kymes. 

Flyers for both of these meetings are posted 
on the bulletin board. 

SINGING 

Wednesday, June 13th we will have a night of 
singing (some of our teachers and most of our 
kids will be at camp).  No Classes. 

Sarah Jones, Elizabeth Hamilton and 
Kennedy Patterson can all say the Beati-
tudes found in Matthew chapter 5.  Very 
good work girls! 

GOOD NEWS! 

We are happy to announce that Larry & Angela 
Growns has decided to place membership with 
us.  We are glad to have you here! 

VBS! 
Vacation Bible School meeting this afternoon 
at 4:00.  The theme this year is “Joseph in 
Egypt”.  Come and see if there is something 
you can do to help. 



Search Programs: 

June 3—Overcoming Worry 

June 10—Living with Faith 

June 17—The Gospel and Salvation 

June 24—”Good People” Sundays at 7:30 a.m. KWHB 
TV47 or Cable Channel 7  

12932 S. Elwood Ave 
PO Box 145 / Glenpool, OK 74033 
Office Phone:  (918) 291-2211 
office@glenpoolchurchofchrist.com 
www.glenpoolchurchofchrist.com 

Communion Preparation 

6/3 

6/10 

6/17 

6/24 

7/1 

7/8 

7/15 

7/22 

7/29 

Selene Williams 

Lilia Rothell 

Bayla Burrus 

Becky Byers 

Rosalie O’Neal 

Rothell girls 

Karen Myrick 

Sherri Carr 

... 

Men To Serve     

Sunday Morning   Sunday Evening  

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Lord’s Table 

Randy Brown 

Steve Aycox 

Sonny Pulliam 

Keith Riggs 

Larry Potter 

Mike O’Neal 

Robert Hill 

Wes Wadkins 

 Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Matt Caldwell 

Michael Brown 

Jacob LIttlebear 

Dennis Robinson 

 

 

 

   

   

  Wednesday Evening  

  Opening Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Song Leader 

Invitation 

Bruce Rothell 

Ben Williams 

Matt Caldwell 

James Hamilton 

   

Ushers  Darrell Burcham 

Jack Lierly 

 

 

     
Lock Building Bruce Rothell & Bob Simmons 

Attendance: Last Week 

Sunday Bible Classes 112 

Sunday AM Worship 138 

Sunday PM Worship 47 

Wednesday Bible Classes 91 

Next Quarterly  
Ladies Meeting 
.. 

6:30 PM 

Sunday Morning Sermon 

Seven Churches 

Revelation 1:4-6 

 

Sunday Evening Sermon 

Pray Without Ceasing 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Contribution 

Sunday Contribution $3,536.00 

Budget $3,559.00 

Over Budget $12,606.40 

Building Fund $89,029.67 


